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NAFTA

North American Free Trade Agreement
Under Chapter 16 of the NAFTA, citizens of Canada, the United States and Mexico can gain quicker, easier temporary entry into the three countries to conduct business-related activities or investments.
All businesspersons covered by the NAFTA are exempt from the need to obtain approval from HRDC. This means that Canadian employers do not need to have a job offer approved by HRDC to employ a U.S. or Mexican businessperson.
General provisions on temporary entry also apply to citizens of the three countries.
The NAFTA applies to four specific categories of businesspersons: business visitors, professionals, intra-company transferees, and traders and investors.
A business visitor:
· must be entering Canada to take part in an activity listed in Appendix 1603.A.1 of Chapter 16 of the NAFTA (these activities include technical or scientific research, attendance at a convention or trade fair, sales of products or services--but not delivery at the time--and after-sales service);
· cannot be seeking to join the domestic labour market--in other words, the principal source of remuneration remains outside Canada; and
· does not need a work permit.
An intra-company transferee:
· must have worked for at least one year in the preceding three-year period for the U.S. or Mexican employer who wishes to effect the transfer;
· must be transferred to Canada to work temporarily for the same or an affiliated employer;
· works only at the executive or managerial level, or has specialized knowledge; and
· needs a work permit.
A trader or investor:
· is a businessperson carrying on substantial trade in goods or services principally between Canada and his or her country of citizenship, or is a businessperson conducting substantial investment activities in Canada, in a supervisory or executive capacity, or in a capacity that involves essential skills;
· meets additional requirements under the NAFTA; and
· needs a work permit.
A professional:
· must be qualified to work in one of the more than 60 professions listed in Appendix 1603.D.1 of Chapter 16 of the NAFTA (for example, accountants, computer systems analysts, engineers, management consultants and technical writers); and
· needs a work permit.
	PROFESSION

	MINIMUM EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AND ALTERNATIVE CREDENTIALS

	Accountant
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or C.P.A., C.A., C.G.A. or C.M.A.

	Architect
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial license2

	Computer Systems Analyst
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or Post-Secondary Diploma or Post-Secondary Certificate, and three years experience

	Disaster Relief Insurance Claims Adjuster (claims adjuster employed by an insurance company located in the territory of a Party, or an independent claims adjuster)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree, and successful completion of training in the appropriate areas of insurance adjustment pertaining to disaster relief claims; or three years experience in claims adjustment and successful completion of training in the appropriate areas of insurance adjustment pertaining to disaster relief claims

	Economist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Engineer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial license

	Forester
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial license

	Graphic Designer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or PostSecondary Diploma or PostSecondary Certificate, and three years experience

	Hotel Manager
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree in hotel/restaurant management; or Post-Secondary Diploma or Post-Secondary Certificate in hotel/restaurant management, and three years

experience in hotel/restaurant management

	Industrial Designer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or PostSecondary Diploma or PostSecondary Certificate, and three years experience

	Interior Designer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or PostSecondary Diploma or PostSecondary Certificate, and three years experience

	Land Surveyor
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial/federal license

	Landscape Architect
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Lawyer (including Notary in the Province of Quebec)
	LL.B., J.D., LL.L., B.C.L. or Licenciatura Degree (five years); or membership in a state/provincial bar

	Librarian
	M.L.S. or B.L.S. (for which another Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree was a prerequisite)

	Management Consultant
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or equivalent professional experience as established by statement or professional credential attesting to five

	Mathematician (including Statistician)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Range Manager/Range Conservationalist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Research Assistant (working in a post- secondary educational institution)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Scientific Technician/Technologist
	Possession of (a) theoretical knowledge of any of the following disciplines: agricultural sciences, astronomy, biology, chemistry, engineering, forestry, geology, geophysics, meteorology or physics; and (b) the ability to solve practical problems in any of those disciplines, or the ability to apply principles of any of those disciplines to basic or applied research

	Social Worker
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree or Asistente Social/

Trabajador social (University Title)



	Sylviculturist (including Forestry Specialist)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Technical Publications Writer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or Post-Secondary

Diploma or Post-Secondary Certificate, and three years

experience

	Urban Planner (including Geographer)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Vocational Counsellor
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Medical occupations
	

	Dentist
	D.D.S., D.M.D., Doctor en Odontologia or Doctor en Cirugia Dental; or state/provincial license

	Dietitian
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial license

	Medical Laboratory Technologist (Canada) / Medical Technologist (Mexico and US)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or Post-Secondary Diploma or Post-Secondary Certificate, and three years experience

	Nutritionist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree or Nutricionista/Dietista

Nutricional (University Title)

	Occupational Therapist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree or Terapeuta Ocupacional

(University Title); or state/provincial licence

	Pharmacist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree; or state/provincial licence

	Physician (teaching or research only)
	M.D. or Doctor en Medicina or Médico Cirujano/Médico

(University Title); or state/provincial licence

	Physiotherapist/Physical Therapist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree or Kinesiólogo/

Kinesioterapeuta (University Title) ; or state/provincial licence

	Psychologist
	State/provincial licence; or Licenciatura Degree

	Recreational Therapist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Registered Nurse
	State/provincial licence, or Licenciatura Degree, or Enfermera (University Title)

	Veterinarian 
	D.V.M., D.M.V. or Doctor en Veterinaria or Médico Vet erinario (University Title); or state/provincial licence

	Scientists:
	

	Agriculturist (including Agronomist)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Animal Breeder
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Animal Scientist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Apiculturist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Astronomer
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Biochemist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Biologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Chemist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Dairy Scientist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Entomologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Epidemiologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Geneticist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Geologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree or Geólogo (University Title)

	Geochemist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Geophysicist (including Oceanographer in Mexico and the United States
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Horticulturist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Meteorologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Pharmacologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Physicist (including Oceanographer in Canada)
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree for Physicist;

Oceanógrafo (University Title) for Oceanographer

	Plant Breeder
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Poultry Scientist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Soil Scientist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Zoologist
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Teachers
	

	College
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	Seminary
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

	University
	Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree







Baccalaureate or Licenciatura Degree

A business person seeking temporary entry under this Appendix may also perform training functions relating to the profession, including conducting seminars. 

"State/provincial license" and "state/provincial/federal license" mean any document issued by a state, provincial or federal government, as the case may be, or under its authority, but not by a local government, that permits a person to engage in a regulated activity or profession. 

"Post-Secondary Diploma" means a credential issued, on completion of two or more years of postsecondary education, by an accredited academic institution in Canada or the United States. 

"Post-Secondary Certificate" means a certificate issued, on completion of two or more years of postsecondary education at an academic institution, by the federal government of Mexico or a state government in Mexico, an academic institution recognized by the federal government or a state government, or an academic institution created by federal or state law. 

